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) WEB BROWSING

Discover
better web
pbrowsing

with Firefox

See the internet in a new light with the
very best browser computing has to offer.

® |F YOU'RE new to Linux and more familiar

J with Windows, your web browsing up until
now will probably have been done with

Microsoft’s Internet Explorer. While this was once
cutting-edge technology, it has failed to keep pace
with the emerging standards and technologies of the
world wide web.

The authors of Firefox, on the other hand, are
very much committed to conforming to the latest

available standards, and incorporating new
technologies such as CSS2, proper support for PNG
graphics, SVG and many other standards. The actual
technologies won't really matter to most people, but
the end result is that Firefox delivers a fast,
trouble-free and great-looking web experience.
Those authors, developers working together as
the non-profit Mozilla Foundation, claim that nearly
100 million people use Firefox, and it is one of the

most downloaded applications ever. Firefox is a true
open-source success story, and it has made its mark
because it's a wonderful tool, not just because it’s an
open-source alternative to Explorer.

One of its greatest attractions is its reputation as
a secure browser. The Mozilla Foundation has drawn
on lessons learned from previous browsers to protect

FIREFOX AT A GLANCE

Live bookmarks can be
made from some sites.

The menu bar has a refreshingly
limited set of options.

The URL bar. Just type
a web address in here.
The navigation

buttons are clear

This is the throbber - it
spins when the browser is

and self-explanatory. downloading information.
. Easy to customise,
This bookmarks bar can the search bar can
@ mozilla =
hold useful shortcuts. - even check your
Fi E— i
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[ Linux Format - .., = = = Wizz RSS5 News Reader! You can even Top Downloads
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Although the Firefox philosophy is that things should be
simple, a lot of time and effort has gone into creating
an easy-to-use system of adding features with extra

download packages for a slightly more sophisticated
online browsing experience.

and they have a central, searchable repository.

managing your Gmail account, displaying the local

EXTENEDnE

43 Applications Places System

These feature enhancements are called extensions,

Extensions can bring Firefox more in tune with your
needs, or add useful features — there are extensions for

weather, blocking annoying adverts, or even dynamically

changing the style of the displayed web pages. The

simple steps:

i Enolish (GB) Language Pack 15.0.1

Elle Edit View Go Bookmarks Tools Help
@« S0QF rshoe 6] O co [,
M ‘Gmail Notifier 0555
A notifier for Grail accounts. P Getting Started ElLatest BSC Headlines /4 Slashdot: News for n... [J LXF Team Blog
@ mozilla
Wizz RSS News Reader 2.1, - 7
A (Close the sidebar before uninstaling) A fairly good RSS and Ato... @F"efox Add-ons s ]lco|
Home Extensions Plugins SearchEngines | Themes
. Extensions
Extensions are small add-ons that add new functionality to Mozilla applications. The
o Rated can add anything frarm s taobar button to a completely new festure. They alowthe.
Popular application to be customized to fit the personal needs of each user if they need
Recently Updated 5]
elogging
e « Sturbleupon 27 (vey 20, 008
e » bbs2chreader 0.2.11 (May 30, 2006)
> i ‘ " e — S
[C () O)iiod uios FEs e Pl s St st S (4720,2000)
Owplogdiiedl + Googlepedia 0.3.1 (May 30, 2006)
Editing and Forms. + Googlepreview 1.3.1 (May 30, 2006)
o From the Tools menu, select nerament e ——
. - o Humor * EootieFox 1.0.4 (May 30, 2006)
J Extensions. This will open the e « EMiewLie 1.2 (ay 30,2008
Extensions window, which at this Kosk Brousing el Ty 25080
stage will be empty. At the bottom Top Eidendons
. . . . Done. | addor
of this window is a link called Get == ' e ot vz e
More Extensions. Click on this...

ns.mozilla.org

date before proceeding). This lists loads of possible

extensions, covering all sorts of extra things you can make

Firefox do. Click on one for more details.

Firefox from so-called ‘phishing’” emails, viruses and
so on. There is also little danger of pop-up ads or

secretive adware appearing on your system if you
use Firefox.

the difference. Take the Find system for example.
You know the situation — following a Google web
search you go to a likely-looking site, only to find
that the main page contains 50,000 words of text

There are many more cool technologies, and you have no idea where the particular bit you
but sometimes it's just Firefox’s simple understanding

are looking for that was found in the Google search
of how people want to use web browsers that makes  might be. With Firefox, you can hit Ctrl+F or choose

Applications places System

stumbleupon :: Moz {la Add-ons 1 Add Features to Mozilla Software - Mozilla Firefox
~ il

File Edit View Go Bookmarks Tools Help

fpafuse Flaly

gearch

Contents

el Using the Help Window

to Use Help

2 H?l’:mding the Topic You Want
".gearch Tips

\welcomne to Mozilla Firefox Help

= Using Mozilla Firefox

& Navigating Web Pages

= chin

glsr::l[uvmg Spee::i and Ef‘ﬁc';ency

= Usi e Download Manage!

- USTVE\: is the Download Manager?

* what can ! do with the pownloa. .

' Download Manager preferences

misation

- c'»u‘i:tsn | Customise My Toolbars?

How Da 1 Custormise The Toolba..

@ Thermes

@ Extensions

preferences

ontrolling Popups

anaging cookies

Tabbed Browsing

Keyboard Shortcuts

Mouse Shortcuts

= Menu Reference

Help for Internet Explorer Users

he Help window (the
ction describes how to use "
L:ﬁri:mdaw in which this text and the sidebar on the le
are displayed).

In this section:
Finding the Topic You Want
Search Tips

Finding the Topic You Want

When you're viewing he Help wvndcw, click the tabs ;n the
left frame to view the Help contents in different ways:

t of main topics. »
Contents shows the lis
* Click a topic to read about it- Double-click to see its
subtopics.
« gearch lets you search the Help files. o
Type a word of phrase to see relaéad mw[:ucs‘r T
i i to read about. if you!
click the topic you want !
doesn't return any topics. try typing fewer words or
different combination of wnrdsii
x lists topics alphabetically. .
) Icnh‘:: an index entry to view information on that topic
+ Glossary lists definitions alphabetically.
Click a glossary term to se its definition.

Developer Com ments

Done

E @ stumbleUpon

i i Hel
. mozilla Add-ons & Add Features to Mozila ... || @ Wozilla Firefox Help

Firefox has more useful documentation than you might think! Press F1 at any time for online help.
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e ... and the main browser page will now change to
J display the extensions site (if not, it may display an
update message — Firefox may insist your version is up to

A web site is requesting permission to install the

from:  httpi/freleases mozilla.org/pub/mozilla.org

Malicious software can damage your computer or vielate

You should only install software from sources

&P install Now

system may change in future versions of Firefox, but for
now getting hold of extensions is easy — follow these

OftwareNnstal|ation:

unsigned

DI oy

©)

Click on the Download button
to download and install the
extension. That’s all there is to it.
Most extensions require you to quit
out of Firefox and start again, but
then you'll be able to use the new
features. See the Hottest Extensions
box on page 20 for a list.

“Sometimes it's

Firefox's simple

understanding of

how people want
to use browsers

that makes the
difference”

Find from the menu, and instead of a box popping
up and obscuring the screen while asking for your
search term, Firefox will just take up a line of the
display at the bottom. Start typing in the search term
and the browser will automatically start zipping

Save time in Firefox by using these keypresses for

common tasks:

Tool Shortcut
Open a new tab Ctri+T
Open a new window. Ctrl+N
Jump to web search. Ctri+K
Bookmark page Ctri+D
Find text on page. Ctri+F
Help F1
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through the page finding parts of the text that
match — it’s just so easy and intuitive!

To run Firefox, you can either select it from the
Applications menu under Internet > Firefox Web
Browser, or more simply just click on the globe icon
in the toolbar at the top of your desktop. The
browser will start and in a few seconds you will see
the default starting screen.

GETTING STARTED

The controls are quite simple. This is a good thing.
Firefox was designed primarily to be easy to use,
with as few controls as possible and everything in a
sensible place.

To go to a location, type the address in the URL
bar at the top of the display, just as you would
expect. This can also include files on your Linux
system as well as websites and FTP locations.

You will notice another text area in the
top right of the screen. This is a configurable search
tool, which is set up to use the Google search
engine by default. Type in some keywords here —
‘Linux browser; say — and the main page will display
all the search results from Google.

This is just one of the time-saving, easy to use
features of Firefox. And it isn’t limited to just Google
either. Click on the Google icon in the search bar to
reveal the list of search engines available. This
includes Yahoo, Dictionary.com and Amazon.com,
but you can easily add more by selecting Add
Engines at the bottom of the menu and following
the instructions.

TRY OUT TABS
Firefox also supports tabbed browsing. A tab is just a
simple way of flipping between pages of information.
With Firefox, you can use it to flip between web
pages without losing track of all those windows you
have opened (of course, you can still have multiple
windows open if you like, but it isn't compulsory
any more).
There are several ways to open a new tab, but
probably the simplest is to open one from an
existing page link. Take the search you have just
done. You may be searching Google for good web
browsers on Linux. It's a lot easier to open up each
of the results in its own page, so that you can
compare them (or at least their websites). But it's
even easier if they are in tabs in the same window
and you can just flick between them. Right-click on
any of the links on your Google results page and
choose Open Link In New Tab from the menu that
will pop up (it’s the second option down).

You'll now see that two tabs are created at the
top of the actual page display, below the toolbar. The
tabs have a tiny icon and some text on them, which
represent the site logo and the title of the page. You

FIND OUT MORE

Visit these websites for Firefox information and chat:
www.linuxformat.co.uk

www.linuxquestions.org
www.mozilla.org

Also take a look at our Resources section on page 90.
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can flick between the current page and any of the
other tabbed windows by clicking on the tab name,
or cycle through them using the Control and Page
Down keys.

To close the current tab, either use the keyboard
(Ctrl+W) or click on the white-on-red cross on the
right-hand end of the tab bar. If you have never
used tabs before, prepare to be amazed by how
much simpler browsing the web becomes!

BOOKMARKS

If you have been using Internet Explorer for a while,
you'll have got used to saving regularly visited sites
to a Favourites file. On Firefox and many other
browsers, these details are known as Bookmarks.

To save a bookmark in Firefox for the page you
are currently viewing, simply press Ctrl+D, as you
would in Explorer. This saves the site’s title and details
to a list, and you can revisit that site by selecting its
entry from the Bookmarks menu. All standard so far.

But let’s go back to our example above. Let’s say
we have searched for Linux browsers and opened
up half a dozen tabs of relevant pages from the
results. If you now select Add Bookmark from the
Bookmarks menu or press Ctrl+D, a requester will
appear. You can fill in a name here, and choose
where to save the bookmark, but there is also a
checkbox at the bottom, which, if checked, will mean
all the tabs on the page are saved as bookmarks.

It's easy to manage your bookmarks — reorder,
copy and delete them by selecting Bookmarks >
Manage Bookmarks from the menu, or perhaps
more easily by choosing View > SideBar >
Bookmarks. This opens up a new ‘frame’ on the
browser window, displaying a list of your bookmarks.
You can move them up and down in this list or cut,
copy and paste. Clicking on a link takes you to the
relevant page.

GATHERING DUST?

Keeping your web experience safe means keeping
up to date with the latest versions of your software.
As you'd expect, the Mozilla Foundation is active in
the security community, to the point that it employs
security experts to find faults with its code and offers
a bounty to people who can find and fix problems.

Thankfully, the open development model means
that there is little risk of a major fault reaching the
release stage, but it is still important to keep up to
date with latest releases.

Ubuntu makes regular software updates available
automatically. Firefox itself will notify you of new
updates by default, and it is strongly recommended
that you leave this feature enabled — otherwise how
will you know when you need to update? This really
is a wonderful browser, and it would be a shame not
to take advantage of the free features its
development team are constantly creating. ®

“Use tabs to flip between
web pages without losing track of all
those windows you have opened.”
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Firefox'1.5

The award-winning Web browser just got better. It's free, and easy to
use. Join the millions of people worldwide enjoying a better Web
experience.

Download Firefox
1.5.0.3 for Linux i686, English
iBritish) (8.1MB)

Other Systems and Languages - Learn More

Awards for Firefox 1.5
@

&
Chece

@ Thunderbird Email Thunderbird 1.5.0.2 avallable now

‘ Mozilla Store Get Firefox CDs, gear and toys.
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5 Firefox Flicks! View and share community created Firefox videos. Software & DevTools Editors’ Choice Firefox Web browser
Firefox Web browser
About Us Privacy Policy Legal Notices =
bone [sr[m][@] s [ o] o

& | @ Mozilla Corporation - Home of the Firefox web browser and Thunderbird email client - Mozilla Firefox

Visit the Mozilla homepage at www.mozilla.org for updates to Firefox, and keep yourself safe!

Firefox is by no means -

the Only browser Leeen View  Bookmarks —‘lwu, St A
il i £ IS b Settings

available for Linux. You L0000 9 tick

can also use the full
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alternative choice of
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it’s integrated into the
KDE desktop. When
you use KDE to Bt A oo to onguersy
browse directories,
it’s really Konqueror
that’s doing the work.
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WEBSITES THAT DON'T WORK

Amazing as it may seem in this day and age, there are
a number of websites that refuse access to anyone
not running Microsoft Internet Explorer. Fortunately
the number of such sites is dwindling, but in some
countries important services such as online banking
may be run on such restrictive sites. When quizzed on
the reasons for this requirement, many banks will tell
you that it’s for security reasons, even though the
browser in question has a long history of serious
vulnerabilities. There are ways to get Firefox to
pretend that it is a different browser, but our advice is
to change your bank — and let them know why.
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